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Mhmmmumum
ping, far too many teenagers in the city still are taking on
* the adult responsibility of parenting. In 2002, the latest
_year for which data is available from the D.C. Depart-
ment of Health, 935 babies were born to D.C. teenagers
“ aged 15 to 19, down from the previous year tally of 980

_ But should it be? Barrino may have be
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One line in Barrino's song says, “Nowadays, it like a
badge of honor to be a baby mama.”

more than give her child the basic necessities. That is not
true of most “baby mamas” who have to depend upon
government programs such as Temporary Assistance for
Needy Families. According to.“The $747 Million Dollar

Question,” a publication of the DC Campaign to Prevent
Pregnancy,
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" Believe it or not, tée mmmmh&

-" . to them about sensitive issues. A survey of 1,600 D.C.

teenagers and adults doné by DC
MMMM

Prevent

ﬁm&h .

'lhemﬂdDC.rthuwdﬂldtyqxh
with their adolescent child about sexual issues. Fifty-six
percent of parents said “frequently,” and 29 percent said
“sometimes.” That sounded promising, but the survey

their parents “frequently”
al issues, and only 34 percent said they “sometimes” dis-
cussed such issues with their parents.
Parents who are concerned about their

song, they can turn it into an educational
themselves and for their children.
—Joyce A. Fourth Clemons
is communications director for the DC
Campaign to Prevent Teen Pregnancy.
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