THE

WASHINGTON

ﬂ oﬂmeﬂ « Celebrating 41 Years of Service =

Serving More Thar 30, 000 African Amerizan Readers Throughous The Merropa-k'mn Area [} Vol. 42 No, 33 *

| international

June 8 - 14, 2606

J on the Caribbean
Celebrating Caribbean-American Month

Phote By Maurice G. Figgerald

i

~ Az the Famaican Women of Washington's Feurth Annual Tea-Off o Good
Health Fundraiser Tea and Silent Auction lust weekend, Yauntlet Pinma (1),
Ethlyn Grant (t) and Yvonne Goulbourne () review brochures for vacations to
Famaica.

By Marsha Michel
W1 Contibyting Wir

“Is everybody down here hot, or is it

just me?,” asked Karen Francis, vice

president of Jamaican Women of
Washinggon (JWOW), as she was put-
ting the final touches an preparadon
for the 4th Anmual Tea-Off to Good
Health fast Sunday. The theme of this

- years event was “Teenage Pregnancy

and the Power of Prevendon,” as the
nations capital has some of the highest
incidences of teen pregnancy and HiV
in the counuyv.

Some of the women organizing and
volunteering were at the event crly o
make sure things were running

smogthly. “We go through this-every

~ vear and have it under control,” said

Francs,

‘The Tea-Off o0k place at the Four

‘Seasons Hotel ar in Nerthwest D.C.

beginning with a sient aucton.
Among the many items auctioned off
wete vacation packages 10 Jamaica and
Europe, dinner and lunch vouchers w
well known restauranits in the area,

and spa and wellness eatments.

The sound of Canibbean thythms
from a stee] drum pulsated the air
There were at least 300 people present,
the majority of whom were women of
all ages with elzborate hars of different
sizes and colors.

JWOW was created by Jamaican

D, Jacqueline Warson, along wath her
fiends and colleagues from various
professional backerounds, as a way 1o
give back not only to Jamaica but also
to Washingron, ID.C.
In her opening remarks, Wamson
stated that JWOW was aeared, by
ordinary people who wanted to make
a difference. "W must por rely solely
on government officials o do things,
but we as private citzens have a
responsibility as well,” she wid,

Emcee Karen M. Dale opened the
event by thanking evervone for their
contnued support. Among the very
few men at the event was John A
Junor. Januaicas former minister of
health and a Howard Universicy grad-
uate in political science. He empha-
sized the importance of gender equity
in policy making and the valuable

Jamaican Women Tea Off

contribunon of women.

According to Brenda Miller of the
D.C. Campaign to Prevent Teen
Pregnancy, whose organization
received 33,000, the problems Facing
women and teens are the sarne regard-
less of nation or creed.

The alarming statistics of teen preg-
nancy attest 1o the impottance of
Miller's organization.  According 1
Dawnette Hinds Furrer of Wornen
Media Watch in Jamaica, mose and
more kids are having unsafe sex ar a
very earlv age. Furzers organization
was gms\tcd £10,000,

For the first tme, the Judith
Bennert-Satler Leadership Award was
gven to acknowledge the work of Dr.
Shireen Lewis, executve director of
EduSeed and the founder of
EduSeed’s Sister Mentors program.
The award was named after Bennen-
Sader, of Jamaican descent, who lost
her life to cancar in 2005 and was a
pillar of the comrmunity.

Oner the years, T'W/OW has donat-
ed over $100,000 1o non-profir organ-
izatons based in Jamaicz and the
Washington, D.C. area.



