By Joyce A. Fourth

entine’s Day, a day when our
hearts, minds and souls turn to
love. When sweethearts be-
come engaged and married
couples continue to pledge their love
for one another with tokens large and
small. It also is a time when school-
children exchange homemade or
. store-bought Valentine cards and con-
versation hearts. When you profess
your love for another person, if it is
more than just lip service; you are
making a commitment. TheD.C.guv
ernment, as well as every resident of
this city, could start today to
its love for all young people of this city.
We should not enly say it, we should
show;t.

1hdonghtbync.teemduesnmre-
quire a degree in rocket science, but
it does require love. Aduhsmttnscny
: mmdsetthatwhat

=
8
5
E

Adu]tsinthlsmtyshmﬂdpayckwe
attention to the lyrics from a popular
song that says, “Another day goes by
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A Valentine for D.C.

It's time to show our children what love really means '

and still the children cry, put a little
love in heart. Why is it so diffi-
cult for mygmermnemmmlt
“children » as stated on the D.C.
Public Schools’ Web site. The only

ytandbythmn,otwhosefamﬂ.wsare
having a tough time of it.

The teens in the District are not
only our futtre, but also our present,
- and ﬂmwneeﬂstﬂﬂtbemetnOW?

‘They need love now; they need an ed-
ucation now; they need shelter now;

tiaé’!;'pmtneed, ey need it now

whatever
so that they will have afuture.
In spite of all the: (dilapi-
dated schotﬂs.mthnm in the win-
ter and air conditi in the sum-
mer, raggedy n pnurur

no health care, teen preghancy, un

kempt pla}'grounds child Sexual
abuse, poor or substandard housing,
and substance abuse) hurled at young

people, th have hopes and

Ei’eams that may be de-
ferradbecauseofthenrmrmundmgs,
but dreams nevertheless. The D.C.

to them in teen town hall meetings,

youth task force meetings and focus
gmups. Adults need to show some

Rismmmbmupunaﬂofus,

phaeandtakeonthereaptmbﬂityﬂf
being _

the needs of parents
so that they can help their own teens.
children begin to be our future. .
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maﬂowmg
children the true meaning of St. Valen-

i o al the vgine urd at young peole,te

have dreams — dreams that may be deferred because of

their surroundings. It is incumbent upon us to focus on
creating a community that gives young people the support
M'nd-hm&emwm

erglesoncreanngacammmty that
gives all young people in the District
afColtmﬁaﬂJeauppnrt.encnumge-
ment, values, opportunities and re-
sources tliey need to navigate the
stormy years between 10 and 20.

U aduttsmdziscﬂybemese— '

seeing teens as assets in-
staadddeﬁuts it will be business as
usual, Aduhnnaedtnstepuptnﬂ:e

tine’s Day and not the meaning of the
St. Valentine’s Day Massacre. Because
whenyou getduwntolt,zt’saﬂabmt
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