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Students from two D.C. public'schools tastmed at a'pubhc hearlng yasterday on a proposal tc put thé school [
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ystem directly under the

contro! of the mayor. Students repeatedly complamed ‘that'the: schoul system, its buildings and its students were neglected and ignored.
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| “D.C. ‘students, in their lone
chance to weigh'in on Mayor
Adrian, M: Fenty’s, schools-
1a1<eover proposal, yesterday
voiced their'concerns about the
‘Dlsmct's education system at. a
s;lnlec:a.l sessmn of the DC Coun
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but there’snothing like hearing it .

directly fromthese young people:

I think they said it very clearly.

We cannot ‘continue’ down the

currentroad welre on,” Mr, Fenty. .

said outside the chambers.

. School'board President Robert
C.:Bobb; who has’ proposed his -
“own reform plan.and pledged to-

splan s,
‘adapted, did mot aftendiyester- <
{ day’s hearing, Natalie Williams, *
a-spokeswoman for-Mr.-Bobb, *

GfME, Fenty’

said he and other board members

watched the hearm.g on te]ev: :
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sence ofthe schuol board presi-
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'_Schuo]s] of'ﬁc:lals are not here

“" Marion Barry, Ward 8 Demo-

crat, ‘also ‘chastised school nEﬁ

c1a15 for not attending. - '+
“This is the formula for; sucs’

cess = comingoutof themouths

/of 15+ yeartolds * Mr. Barry said.

“The superintendent ought to be
here, -the-top ‘administrators
‘ought to'be here ., . listening to
-what these ym.mg people have to
sayq'% e problem I'think we have'

The couneilis expected ta vote
in late: March or’early Apnl on
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The next scheduled public |
h qﬁﬁ:‘l ring onithe measure issetfor |
day; when ‘Mr, Bobb,"Mr.
Janey and members of the school
‘board are scheduled to testify.
i~ Donell Kie, a“sophomore at
Ballou Senior High School in
Southeast, said he was skeptical
that Mr. Fenty’s plan would make
lapositive difference. -
“1-would: hope“things will
change for the better. But mayors,
‘couneil members, {school board]
‘ presidents'come and go,and they
. say. they're going to fix these
prqblems, and they never do any-
“thing,"'said Donell, 15, “That’s

“why ‘'so’ many ’kl_ds don't" care

ababt'school”
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