needs of those she sought to hel

On boys: =
 “They are so , and they have a
right to be angry. are much
smarter than we 'were at that age, but
ﬂnydon'tptuudithrheins

They have seen so much,

been so much, but few adults
intheklivuhnvetheauﬂﬁvityw

e

brmta.'meglrhmlookingfnrthe
attention they cannot get at home, and
rhbw&eymaﬁqﬁrhm

ey s
our kids and their

to a retreat in the :
encourage parents

mﬁAmn 't
I:net:naletlleydilln'tul'\-..It\iv“al‘:l
because couldn’t read or do
dte\-m ti'y.'thdidn’t want
meet the because they
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Dedication, Wisdom Don’t Go Out of Date

MILLOY, From C1

miles but feels much longer after working 12- to

* 15-hour days. Even night ow! drug dealers were

They would keep an eye on her car
M:lveamecﬂulmdlwewhenﬁehuded
“Then I wouldn't be able to sleep for worrying
:boutwhtthiuneneedederwhtthtue

didn’t have,” she said.

Now, Valentine is taking time off for some
well-deserved rest and renewal. But she ought
not to fade away. She should continue the
m@cfummduﬂdﬁu—m»
muich as a surrogate mother this time, but as an
honored elder with much wisdom and insight.

1t is no secret that the District has a wealth of
human resources that can be tapped to improve
the health, education and of its residents.
Theprohhnnﬁﬁe“ﬂmmnd
misused or go untapped altogether.

M\Iﬁﬁl’hﬂuﬁﬂlmnﬂ
howhdc‘wﬁwh,ﬁpnhedasﬂcby
well- meaning newcomers intent on reinventing
the wheel, and the most creative thinkers are
mdqlbyﬂpuu-lquntmudd&e
quality of their ideas.

Rare are those who, like Valentine, see helping
others as a calling that cannot be ignored. “God
places you where you need to be,” she said.

And God knows she is still needed here.

E-mail: milloyc@washpost.com




