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" BRM: “Well, if you pre-.-mt teen -
-PWCY .youre going -to sec a’
higher graduation rate.  You're
gUﬂlg to sec more people who.are -

gomgmbcptqmuimbemﬂ]e
work force. - You're going: o -see.

fewer fragile families that need very
expensive support.

Please see TEENS on Page 3

pilld ot 2004 dis shicw.dhat di
teen prégnancy rate in the District

1s794pcrl()00forg1ﬂsaged]5—
19. That is down from' 152 preg-

nancies per'1000 a decade ago.
M!ler sat down w:r_h The

disabilities: Sons of teen mothers go

of other mothets. And the daughters

- of téen mothiets are more likely to

become teen parents thermselyes.
So, :fyoucnumduoctmnpmg-

nancy, put an end t0 teen pregnan- -
oy, you give people a better chance. -

to get outofpavcny, o dr:velop the
skills thiey: need fo’be self-sufficien

the economic cost. Th: social costs
are that you essentiallf~have chil-

" .dren_bringing each other up. IE
you're 15 and you have a baby, your

growth and develo t sort of
stops rightthere. ‘And then there

'youaxemé'ldmrmponszbdjqof
" nurturing “another life ‘in your
: ,

2 _J;‘,hand.s andhyvoum su]l somr:body
) Wc kniow d-u: chl!.dxm of teen.
- parents guﬁ'er"abim and. neglecr..
"I}my]:navca}uélﬁrra.ceoflammg

ported yomself o
S6;-the ecoriomic conseguiences.
are that we have families without

- the support and strength they need-
to;addumummomthandxsons- :

to-thrive. And you have lives that
face a dead end. If you don't have
an ‘ediication; you don't have any

- ‘opportunity; you dont have any

support; you really cant go very far
It's a tragic cycle we see repeated

whmte:u pa.tmtshmchlkimnand

]Y “What mcomlm{aidauons

wuukdymnnlnetopmentm-'

pregnancy? © s
BRMThcmchmreaﬂy'

clear. Teen pregnancies are less like-
ly when girls and boys have a dose
and caring relationship to a tust-
worthy adule. It needs to be an
adult, not another kid: It less like-
ly-when they have school success.
It’s less likely when they h:m:aplan
that doesn’t indude pregnancy in

“stable’’ Eamily—

__ﬂ:l.clrteen age years.

thnthtyhavenfcplamm

.'spenddmnume,whattheym

ledrn interesting things with adult
supervision, and whcn they have a
sense of "beloug;mg Essenially,
what it takes to. prevent teeti-preg-
nancy. is you look at people who
werenlt teen parents and: see the
positive factors that wefe present in,
their lives. 1 always say if T hadn't
had the family support, the expec- .
rations andgmdauc:dm[hadm
my, life; ‘theres o telling. where 1
would have been.” _
Andltstrueforaﬂofus We

'mnttongcevmychddmthe

District, ‘regardless. of income or
ethnicity or- nﬂgbborhood or-Tace
the same things we want for -our
own children - asafcplaczm be, 2
good school; and
the motivation it takes to plan
ahead so that teen pregnancy isn'ta
part. of what you're looking ar when
you're a teenager.

" For more information contact DC
at: (202) 789- 4666 or info@teen-
pregnancydc.org.



