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parents to participate in each forum.

Parents recruited for teen pregnancy fight

The Alexandria Campaign on Adol&s»

cent cy is launching a pro
that involves parents in the ﬁght to an'b
teen

pregnancy. )
Through the Parent Peer Education
Program, volunteers will teach parents
how to talk to their children about sex and
other adolescent issues.

The first four peer educators were
trained Saturday by representatives from
the D.C. Campaign To Prevent Teen Preg-
nancy, which has operated such a pro-
gram for about three years. During the

ining the volunteers learned how to
host educational meetings in the com-
munity on their own.

“Now it's their responsibility to go out
and sohmtpamntstolrmnthemhowto
talk to their kids about sex,” said Pat-
s:teann Misiti, director of the Alexandria

which is based in the city’s Of-
on omen.

Eal:h parent educator is expected to con-
duct between four and six outreach fo-
rums at local churches or recreation cen-
ters. The volunteers must recruit up to 15

“If we reach 200 parents this time
around it will be a success,” Misiti said.

Program volunteers will rely on the as-
sistance of mentors who have been trained
through the Office on Women. Mentors
will check in with the parent educators pe-
riodically and serve as a resource.

The parent peer educator

winter 2002. The focus groups, sponsored
by the Alexandria C ign on Adoles-
cent Pregnancy, revealed a desire by pa-
rents to receive more information on how
to talk to their children about topics in-
cluding sex, abstinence, birth control, sex-
u.ﬂ]lyt:mmm:tteddmeaaeaandpmgnan

ts said they didn’t know

huwtnmm mﬁmrhdsabmtﬂmﬂem—

iti “This program is a re-
sponsetothairnseds."

it b v B e W i
parent peer educator y, 8ai s
why she became involved.

“I have a 16-year-old son and I had not
talked to him about the subject,” Talbert
said. “I wanted to find out how and I wan-
ted to help other parents learn to do the

Tl:ns i8 the ﬁ.rat time representatives
from the Washington campaign have hel-
ped another community launch a similar
program, which is intended to empower
parents and spark communication be-
tween parents and children, said Jennifer
Bmae]l,wmgwnd.lmctor of parent peer education
in
“We want our model to be used as much
as ible because it's been so success-

Bissell said. “Teens want their pa-
rents to initiate conve:rsah(msthaabouut;ﬁex.

Fmgram gives parents tp to
doit.

The pm educators will begm

-dnamthenextfewwaeka :
While this is a good start for the pro-

LmaBak&r director of the Alexan-
onWomen,smdsheexpectsn
mh t peer educator training
be held in the fall. Once the
wurdspmadaaboutma program, Baker
said she hopes to attract more volunteers,
including some who speak Spanish who

could host workshops in Spanish-speak-
ing neighborhoods.
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Lisa Baker, right, director of the Office
on Women for the city of Alexandria,
discusses the new parent mentor
program, which is modeled after one
used in Washington, at a seminar
Saturday with Jennifer Bissell, left, and
Pamela Meade, of the D.C. Campaign
to Prevent Teen Pregnancy.

The Office on Women provides parent
peer educators with a $50 stipend for ev-
ery workshop they conduct.

For more information about the pro-
gram, call (703) 838-5030.



