{FYOU DON'T KNOW ...

_Thc Youth Ixadcrshlp Task Forcc :

regnancy invites you to send in yotir
uestions forits monthlyAdults On-

advice column, Please send four
‘quiestions to; Jfourth@tccnprcgnancy—
c.org. In'the subject lme, plea.se put
“Adyice Column. -

Q I am a high schao[ teacher in 7
the District and T would like to know
o why teenagers wear baggy clothes and b
expensive athletic shoes? i
"0 AsThe answeris simple, We wedr
- baggy clothes because they are com- -
fortable and because everyone else is "
- wearing them. We also like to dress
" like sour favorite rap_and. hip hop
artist” But we do have other clothes
that we wear to places like church and
on job interviews. -

* Whenever pros like Ml(,bacl Jor-
dan, Tracy McGrady; Allen Tverson,
Dwayne Wade-and Shaqulllc O’Neal
put: their names. on tennis shoes,
evéryoiie wants them;, and wants to
be the first to get them. Getting these.
kihds of terinis shoes means that you
belong or you are a'part of a group.
We'do have regular shoes we wear
when we go'to other piaccs.

Q:lam inmy mld forties, and 1
dont understand rap music. Can you
help me?. -

A: Rap is like a poem that is put
to music. Sometimes it rhymes and
sometimes it doesn't, Most rappers
rap to express themselyes. Rappers
usually have a lot they want to ralk
about and express to others. A lot of
times, rap it is about the neighbor-
hoods where we live; and the things
that happen in our neighborhoods
like drug dealings, shootings, teen
pregnancies, fights, and relationships
between boys and girls. It is a way to
exprcss what we see cveryday

If 'you ‘have a" teenage son or
daughter or are close to-a teen, listen
to some rap music with them and
have them to tell you what the rapper
is saying. Then maybe you can share
with them some of the songs you like.
|

ff you know a teen who would benefir
Srom the Youth Leadership Task Force
experience, please go to www.teenpreg-
nancyde.org and download an appli-
cation.
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